
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of May 18, 2020 

Minutes 
(Due to the coronavirus situation the meeting was held by conference call.) 

 
Present:  Eleanor Rae, Carl Lundgren, Barbara Zahm, Amelia Zaino, Adjie Henderson, 
Inge and Jack Ullman.   
 
 I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of April 20 were distributed by email.  Eleanor 
Rae had found several errors but was not able to correct them on the version sent out.  
Attempts to accomplish this over the telephone were not successful.  Since most were not 
errors of substance but more like typos, it was agreed to accept the minutes as written 
with the understanding that the errors would be corrected later.   
 
II.  Treasurer’s Report:  Carl Lundgren reports a bank balance of $4748.49 and a PayPal 
balance of $120.47.   
 
III. Social Media Report. Carl Lundgren reports on Facebook 366 Likes and 409 
Followers, unchanged from last month, and on Instagram, 5 Followers, also unchanged.   
On Twitter, 523 Followers, down 2, and on the Website, 29 Visitors, up 3, 47 Views, 
down 31, and 33 Followers, up 2.  Our Google Group email list has 204 subscriber, 
unchanged. As usual we have viewers all over the world, including 3 from Nepal.  
 
IV. Con Grondahl’s boat and the “Anne Hutchinson.”  For a long time we have had the 
use of Jack Ullman’s wooden Whitehall skiff with electric power from batteries fed by a 
large solar panel.  We have used this boat for exploratory trips up the river and to help 
during our annual cleanups.  Its fragile wooden hull and limited speed and range make it 
good as a symbolic boat but not as a practical workboat.   Jack Ullman, now 90, needs 
considerable help in keeping it in operation.      
    Con Grondahl owns a fiberglass plastic boat of similar size, powered by a gasoline 
outboard motor, which he has used for us in recent years.  It is a more practical workboat 
than the Anne.  We have offered to help with its maintenance and expenses. but Con has 
health problems and can not guarantee he can continue to do this.  
     Renting a small outboard boat for use in the cleanups would be ideal but the only local 
renter, Jack’s, refuses to let us take a boat up the river and on Sundays his boats can not 
be reserved and are all rented very early.  Finding a reliable source of rental boats would 
be very helpful.  
     A stout inflatable outboard would be the ideal workboat, able to ground on rough 
shores without damage and deflatable for storage, but would cost at least $4000.  
 
V. Third article on sewage contamination in the Hutch for “Island Current”:  Has been 
submitted by Adjie Henderson and Barbara Dolensek.  Amelia says it is still being held 
for now  
 



VI.  Proposed meeting of coalition of community groups on contamination:  This meeting 
is still on hold because of the COVID-19 problem.   Our subcommittee preparing this 
meeting will meet on May 27.   
 
VII.MS4 Webinar,May 21, 4-6 PM: This webinar, held by NYC DEP, is about a 
proposed project to reduce storm sewer pollution.  Adjie Henderson, Toby Liederman, 
Eleanor Rae, Amelia Zaino and Carl Lundgren all hope to take part.    
 
VIII. Long Island Sound Futures Fund Grant Proposal due June 2:  Adjie Henderson 
reports this is nearly ready but needs a letter of support from Marianne Anderson of 
Pelham Bay Park.   Eleanor will take care of this.   
 
IX. June City Island Fair:  We usually have a booth but Violet Smith reports it is 
definitely cancelled this year.   
 
X.  September cleanup of Pell Wildlife Sanctuary:  In view of the COVID-19 pandemic it 
seems unwise to schedule this event this year.  It was suggested that we explore land 
routes to cleanup sites and perhaps consider a small scale version.  
 
XI.  Mission Statement:  Amelia Zaino has offered to rewrite this in a more active form.   
 
XII. By Laws:  Although several older members recall that we did have them, none have 
been able to find a statement of them.  Carl and Eleanor have volunteered to write one.   
 
XIII.  Future planning, including hiking and biking, especially in Westchester:  Although 
we can not hold events due to the pandemic, we can due some exploration to prepare for 
future events.  Amelia reports that trails there have been much improved recently.  
 
XIV.  Date, time and place of next meeting: Monday, June 15, 7 PM, by conference call.  


