
Minutes of HRRP meeting of December 16, 2019

Present: Eleanor Rae, Toby Liederman, Violet Smith, Adjie Henderson and Barbara Zahm
The agenda for this meeting is attached. Due to the unavoidable absences of Carl Lundgen and Matthew Umbro, topics I, IV, VI 
and VII will be discussed at the next meeting.
(II,III) The treasurer’s report and social media status was given by Eleanor Rae. An account of the current status of the funding 
and visits to web sites is also attached.
(V) Eleanor and Toby discussed their field trip to the origin of the Hutch in Scarsdale. The pictures from the trip-showing the 
origin as a small spring near the Main street in Scarsdale-will be posted on the web site.  The importance of restoration of the 
dam and environmental preservation of the reservoirs in the path of the river through urban areas was discussed.
(VIII) The major topic of the evening was “Mt. Vernon sewage”. Barbara Zahn discussed her efforts to bring together various 
groups on the island to work towards eliminating sewage discharge into the Hutch. This is critical because the river discharge 
goes into Eastchester Bay. She spoke to several groups and individuals, all of which agreed to participate. The groups included 
City Island Indivisible and the oyster project. It has been discussed at the last two meetings of the oyster project group. A
meeting of seven City Islanders in the office of AOC was significant and she suggested an Amicus (?) Brief as a means of suing 
the city of Mt. Vernon. The problem was also discussed in a meeting with A. Biaggi. Mt. Vernon is part of one of her districts. 
Some on-going needs were discussed. They included a meeting with the new mayor of Mt. Vernon in January. All contacts 
should be maintained and articles should be written to keep the topic in the public eye. For example, Barbara Dolensek will 
prepare an article for the City Island Current after a meeting is scheduled with Rep. Biaggi. Eleanor suggested that the HRRP
group as a whole would benefit from greater exposure through more serious PR efforts. A remaining question is what happened 
to the funds (2017) appropriated through grants for a park adjacent to the Hutch.
Adjie insisted on “no more band aids” and that core of the problem be directed -that of sewage dump into the river since it 
constitutes a serious health risk. Barbara suggested that working with Nancy Kheck, the newly appointed director of Health and 
Human Services in Rubin Diaz’s office (the Bronx Borough President), would be valuable.
The next meeting is scheduled for the third Monday in January.
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