
   Hutchison River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Dec. 19, 2016 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Amelia Zaino, Matthew Umbro, Inge Otto, Inge Davis, Jack Ullman. 
 
I. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting of November 21 were read and accepted. 
 
II. Treasurer’s report:  Inge Otto reports a balance of $3061.04. 
 
III. Social media:  No formal report was available, but Matthew Umbro reports that all numbers on Facebook 
and other media are up and after January we will announce our American Rivers award.   
 
IV. Bronx River Watershed Summit, White Plains, Dec. 1.   Eleanor attended and displayed our map and 
graphics.  70 or 80 people attended including some elected officials.  She filled out a 2-page questionnaire 
describing our organization and will now receive material they send out.  Our river, however, is not in the 
Bronx River watershed and it ought to be recognized as a watershed itself.  It is not clear how this is to be done.  
Amelia will look into this.   
 
V. Trash free waters meeting, Dec.13:  Matthew Umbro attended.  There were more than 75 attendees. Subjects 
discussed included microfibers from washing machines which get into our waterways.  People re working with 
the manufacturers of washing machines to control this.  It was suggested that more public relations on clean 
water problems should be aimed at Latinos and that there should be more visible projects.  To reduce water 
bottles in the environment more water fountains and bottle filling stations were recommended for the city.  
Some towns now ban plastic bags or put fees on them.  A 10-minute CNN video on this was shown.   
 
VI. American Rivers National Cleanup Winner:  We received a letter from American Rivers awarding us for an 
outstanding performance at our last cleanup.  It is in the category of Most Volunteers and there is a suspicion 
that they had an incorrect number for that.  If we do get it we will have to thank Patty Grondahl for her 
important contribution to our success.   
 
VII. Anne Hutchinson Celebration, Dec. 21, 7:30  This event, at the Huntington Free Library by the Bronx 
History Forum, will be attended by Violet Smith, Toby Liederman and Eleanor Rae dressed as Anne 
Hutchinson.   Toby will give a talk.  
 
VIII. Long Island Sound Unified Water Study, Jan 11, Bridgeport CT. 10 AM-2:30PM     This is one of a series 

of meetings run by Save the Sound.  They are trying to test local embayments by uniform standards.  
Matthew and Eleanor will represent us.   

 
IX. Future goals, including grants:  Amelia  Zaino has finished a draft of a grant proposal to  the Citizens’ 
Committee for educational outreach in local schools.  She will email us copies for our comments.  She reports 
that a member of the Co-Op City board is interested in access to the river.  Jack Ullman and Giles Rae will help 
her with writing this grant. The deadline is Jan. 23.   
 
X.  Date, time and place of next meeting:   Monday, Jan 16, 2017, 7 PM at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, City 
Island.  
 


