
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Dec. 15, 2014 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Inge Otto, Rose Zervas, Inge Davis, Jack Ullman and Guy Monseair. 
 

I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of Nov. 17, 2014 were distributed, read and accepted.   
 
II. Treasurer’s Report.  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $4788.45. 
 
III. EPA Bottles Committee conference call.  Eleanor is now a member of this committee and this event was held Dec. 4.  
Eight or nine people were involved.  The emphasis was on preventing bottles from getting into the environment rather 
than on removing them. Measures such as biodegradable or thinner bottles were discussed, as well as encouraging tap 
water instead of bottled water.  The committee will meet again in January.   
 
IV. Co-Op City Bldg. 13 garden on the Hutchinson.  Toby Liederman sent an article on this from the Bronx Times.  This 
proposed garden incidentally would provide access to the river for residents.  On Dec. 11 Eleanor and Giles went to look 
for the site.  It covers 865 feet of the river at the northern end of Co-op City.    
 
V. Long term control plan meeting on CSO’s, Hostos Community College, Dec. 14:  Eleanor attended this meeting.  The 
plan, submitted to DEP, has 265 pages on the Hutchinson River.  As reported in earlier meetings, the most economical 
approach was to disinfect runoff from heavy rainfall, with construction costs of $90 million and operation costs of $1.5 
million a year.  Floatable control would be included.  Guy Monseair reported that implementation of this plan has already 
resulted in the destruction of the forest near Rt. 95. 
 
VI. Lyme disease risk in Pelham Bay Park.  Jack Ullman reports that after our long walk through disused, overgrown 
trails on Nov. 11, he contracted Lyme disease from a visible tick bite.  Violet Smith reported she has also contracted 
Lyme disease after walking in the park.  We must remain aware of this on our explorations and events, trying to stay clear 
of vegetation that might also be visited by the deer that carry the ticks.     
 
VII. Facebook, twitter and website.  Our contract with our website server ends in May.  Carl Lundgren will try to bring 
our whole internet presence up to date.  This will involve a new version of Windows, a new facebook page and the 
addition of Carl as a new administrator.  
 
VIII. Bronx Parks Speak Up, Feb. 28:  This event will be held at the Lehman College Music, Speech and Theatre building 
as usual.  We will want a table there, and Violet Smith is working on this. 
 
IX. Date for cleanup of Pell Wildlife Sanctuary.  The timing of other events and Jewish holidays restricts us to Sunday 
Sept. 20 for this event.  That is not good for the state of the tide, with low tide predicted at 9:40 that morning.  Canoes will 
arrive at their sites an hour or two after that, on a low but rising tide.  Sites will have to be chosen for accessibility at that 
tide and volunteers will have to be well warned to tie their canoes to something on shore.   
 
X. City Island Rowing and access to the river.  Guy Monseair has been running a program to train young women, mostly 
Westchester County high school students, to be national competitive rowers. They operate racing shells from the marina 
to the left of City Island Lobster House on the north side of the island.  They practice on the Hutchinson River, which is 
much better for their purposes than the lagoon in Pelham Bay Park used by other racing crews.  The lagoon is too short 
and unusable at low tide.   
     Their problem is that on windy days they can not negotiate the passage across Eastchester Bay, open to waves from 
Long Island Sound.  What they need is what we want to provide, direct access for boats to the shores of the Hutchinson 
River.  
     This program will provide good publicity for our attempts to get a launching site built on the river.   We have already 
made a good study of possible sites, and Mr. Monseair with a very attractive program and political connections in 
Westchester County can be very helpful in trying to get either Co-Op City or the Parks Department or some outside 
source of funding to actually get one built.   
 
XI.  Date and time of next meeting.  Monday, Jan. 19, 2015 at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, 7 PM.   


