
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of August 20, 2018 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Violet Smith, Inge Ullman and Jack Ullman. 
 
I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of July 16 were red and accepted. 
 
II. Treasurer’s Report:  Eleanor Rae has received the report from Inge Otto.  Our bank 
balance is $3597.98. 
 
III.  Social Media:  No member with the information was present, but Eleanor reports that 
Carl Lundgren has told her there has been much activity.  
 
IV. Water testing of the Hutchinson River:  Amelia Zaino was not present to make a 
report. 
 
V.  Examination of Hutchinson River cleanup sites:  On July 18, Eleanor Rae and Jack 
and Inge Ullman went up the river in the Anne Hutchinson to look at the proposed 
cleanup sites.   Because of limited time, they did not go all the way to the I-95 bridge.  
On July 30, Eleanor and Matthew Umbro went all the way to the bridge.  On that trip, 
just after heavy rain, raw sewage was visible, probably from CSO’s.  The tall grass 
encountered last year looks even taller and there were grass islands.  Many birds were 
seen. 
 
VI. Eel electroifishing, July 31:  Eleanor took part in this activity, run by Jake la Belle of 
the Wildlife Conservation Society.  The aim is to survey how many eels there are in the 
Hutch and how successful they are in passing the various dams on the river.  The eels 
were shocked by a jolt of electricity, gathered, counted, and some of them tagged with 
microchips.  Moses P. Chang of EPA was there.  The survey will be repeated in autumn. 
 
VII.  Ice Hutch event, Aug. 11, 4-6 PM:  This fundraiser, at the Ice Hutch skating rink, 
drew only John Rapaport and HRRP Board members and their families.  John distributed 
HRRP tee shirts which were much appreciated.  It was announced to our email list and on 
our website very late.   
 
VIII. HRRP at Soundview Park, Aug 18:  This environmental event was run by Citizens 
for Action.  Debra Ramiro of the Green Party, who had a table there, invited Eleanor to 
put up a table too.  
 
IX.  Sea Barrier Project on Long Island Sound:  The Army Corps of Engineers is 
proposing a massive sea barrier project at Orchard Peach, part of a system to protect New 
York City from expected future storm surges.  Various environmental groups, including 
Save the Sound, are concerned about environmental effects of the project and want it 
delayed until this can be properly investigated.     
 



X.  City Island Fair, Sept. 8-9:  Violet Smith will set up a table as usual.  Volunteers have 
been found to be there both days.   
 
XI. Cleanup of Wildlife Snctuary, Sept.23:  Carl has sent out announcements and all else 
is ready except for a motorboat to carry the filled garbage bags back to the beach,  John 
Rapaports airboat will not be there and Con Grondahl’s boat is  not in the water and 
probably will not be.   Matthew will contact Bill Lucy of Save the Souund to see if they 
can provide a boat.  
 
XII. Date, time and place of next meeting:  Monday, Set. 17 at 7 PM at Eleanor Raes,   
7 Leeward Lane, City Island. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
    


