
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of July 15, 2019 

Minutes 
The meeting was held at the home of Inge Otto 

 
Present:  Eleanor Rae, Violet Smith, Inge Otto, Carl Lundgren, Inge Ullman, Jack 
Ullman.   
 
I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of June 10 were read and accepted.   
 
II. Treasurer’s report.  Inge Otto and Eleanor Rae report a bank balance of $3290.40 
 
III. Social Media.  Carl Lundgren submitted a complete report, which will be appended to 
these minutes.  To summarize, Facebook Likes, Twitter followers, Website Views and 
Visitors were all unchanged or up from last month, some substantially.   
 
IV. Amelia Zaino’s water testing results:  Jack Ullman has now received them from 
Amelia in a form he can easily use, and promises a report on them next month. 
 
V. Nathan Kensinger’s article on the proposed New York City storm surge barrier in the 
online journal Curbed New York, June 2:  The article has appeared and can be 
downloaded from the Cubed  New York website.  It is a comprehensive look at a very 
complex subject, since there are five different proposals, one of which will be chosen and 
have to be funded.  Most of them affect our area seriously and environmental effects will 
not be considered until one is chosen.   One involves a massive concrete structure with a 
closable gate where the Hutchinson River enters Eastchester Bay.  The article describes 
the possible massive construction projects over the entire New York City waterfront.  
 
VI.  BCEQ award, June 12, at the Mankiewicz home, 90 Bay St., City Island:  This 
award, for environmental education, was given to Jack Ullman of our organization in 
recognition of his services as our secretary and writer of grant proposals.   Jack gave a 
short talk encouraging young people to volunteer.   
 
VII.  Article in Bronx Times on proposed sea barrier:   
 
VIII.  Meeting with Alexandra Ocasio-Cortes, June 29, 2-4 PM;   Violet and Eleanor 
attended this meeting, set  up by City Island Indivisible.  Violet found her to be quite 
polite and open, but Eleanonor noted that she said nothing about the proposed sea barrier 
or the Hutchinson River.    
 
IX.  Meeting with Matthew Cruz, Manager, Community Board 10, July 15:  Eleanor met 
with Mr. Cruz.  He has read the Bronx Times article on the proposed sea barrier and is 
interested.  He wants us to make a presentation at a meeting, perhaps at SUNY Maritime 
College.   Eleanor would like them to take some action, particularly on access to the 
river.   
 



X.  Wildlife Sanctuary cleanup, Sept. 15:  Our boat, the Anne Hutchinson, now only 
needs bottom paint to be ready for launching.  It will require some help from Matthew to 
finish the work and launch it.  Marianne Anderson of Pelham Bay Park needs to contact 
the Urban Park Rangers to have our canoes.   Matthew will direct what happens on the 
water and Eleanor will take charge of operations on land.   She will contact John 
Rapaport  about his participation.   Jack will contact Con Grondahl.   
 
XI.  Date,, time and place of next meeting:  Monday, Aug. 19 at 7 PM.  Inge Otto would 
like it to take place at her house at 77 Pilot St. on city Island.   


