
  Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of June 10, 2019 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Inge Otto, Matthew Umbro, Violet Smith, Toby Liederman, Inge 
Ullman, Jack Ullman.   
 
I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of May 20 were read and accepted. 
 
II. Treasurer’s Report:  Eleanor and Inge Otto report a bank balance of $3290.40 
 
III. Social Media: We do not have a detailed report.  Carl Lundgren is not happy with 
Facebook, which he says is full of junk.    
 
IV. Amelia Zaino’s water testing results:  Amelia has given these to Jack.  They are listed 
in comparison with rainfall data for the days preceding the sampling.   Jack will prepare a 
report.  He says a preliminary look at the data shows shockingly high bacteria counts but 
no obvious correlation with rainfall.  A more detailed analysis will follow.   
 
V. City Island Fair, June 1 and 2.  Violet Smith reports many friendly visitors to our 
display and $155 in contributions.   
 
VI. Nathan Kensinger’s article on sea barriers, June 2:  Nathan Kensinger is writing an 
article on the proposed Army Corps of Engineers Sea Barrier.  He will describe the  
project, its  impact on the Hutchinson River and environmental issues associated with it.  
It will appear in the online journal “Curbed New York”   Eleanor spoke to the author   
 
VII. Parley for the Oceans, Zoe Bisiani,   Eleanor spoke with Zoe on 5/21.  She is looking 
for a cleanup event in which to participate. She has done environmental work all over the 
world. Her ambition is to find a use for all the plastic in our environment.   
 
VIII. BCEQ Award, 6:30-8 PM, at the Mankiewcz home, 99 Bay St. City Island:  This 
award is to be given for environmental education to our secretary, Jack Ullman.   
 
IX. Plastic Free Waters Meeting, June 13:  Eleanor can not attend this meeting, which is 
being held downtown at the New School.   
 
X.  Meeting with Alexandria Ocasio-Cortes, June 29, 2-4 PM:  City Island Indivisible got 
her to hold an open meeting on City Island at P. S. 175.  Eleanor and Violet expect to 
attend.   
 
XI. Robert Schwab at next meeting:  Robert Schwab emailed Eleanor that he is interested 
in joining us.  Eleanor invited him to our next meeting at her house.   
 
XII. Wildlife  Sanctuary Cleanup, Sept. 15:  Jack says the Anne will require a lot of work 
this year and will not be launched early.  Matthew reminded us that we really need an 



additional workboat and can not count on Con Grondahl. The cleanup has been registered 
with the American Littoral Society which will provide 50 garbage bags.   Patty Grondahl 
is no longer available to handle the Sanitation Department pickup.  Dave Kunstler, the 
park’s wildlife manager, has resigned because of ill health and will not be replaced.  
Provision of snacks and water was discussed. 
 
XIII. Date, time and place of next meeting:  Monday, July 15, at Eleanor Rae’s, 7 
Leeward Lane, City Island.    
 
 


