
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Oct. 15, 2018 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Inge Otto, Amelia Zaino, Matthew Umbro, Violet Smith, Inge 
Ullman, Jack Ullman.  
 
I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of Sept. 17 were read and accepted.  
 
II. Treasurer’s Report:  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $3455.84. 
 
III. Social Media.  In the absence of a complete report from Carl, Amelia reports 314 
Facebook Likes, and 543 Twitter followers. 
 
!V.  Cleanup of Wildlife Sanctuary, Sept. 23:  Eleanor wants to put in the record our 
thanks to the Mount Vernon Boys Club, our own P. S. 175, and S.U.N.Y Purchase for the 
volunteers they sent.  She wrote a letter of thanks to our school.   She notes, and Jack 
Ullman concurs from his observations, that Rose’s Beach and Goose Island were left in 
very good condition. We want to thank Lynne Corry for her attention to Inge Otto after 
Inge was severely stung several times.  It was suggested that we should have Benadryl 
available on future cleanups.  This is not our first bee sting.   
     We had no motor boat this year, aside from the slow, short range Anne Hutchinson.  
We managed, but must look into doing better next year.   
      We did not attempt to attack the large amount of trash near the U. S. 95 bridge.  This 
area can actually be reached from the land. 
 
V. Sound Report Card meeting, Sept. 23, Mamaroneck:  Eleanor Rae attended this 
meeting by Save the Sound.  On various measures of ecological health, our area got an F, 
their lowest grade.   
 
VI. Eleanor meeting with Lynne Corry of Pelham Bay Park, Oct. 3:  It was noted that 
bicycles and cars went though our signup area dangerously fast.  More effort to control 
this traffic seems necessary.  
      David Kunstler, the Pelham Bay Park Wildlife Manager, always with us before,  is 
retiring for ill health and will be very much missed.     
 
VII.   Sea barrier meeting, Oct. 3,   Eleanor Rae attended this meeting, in White Plains.  
The Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed plan for an enormous sea barrier to protect all of 
New York City from storm surges was exposed.   It involves a large structure  protecting 
our own Eastchester Bay, right off Orchard Beach.   Save the Sound is very critical of 
this plan on environmental grounds.  More hearings will be held before work begins and 
an interim report is due in Spring 2019. 
 
VIII. Save the Sound annual meeting, Oct 14, 4-7 PM,Yale University, New Haven:   
Matthew and Eleanor attended.   The emphasis of the meeting was on communicating 
scientific information to the general public.  The president of Save the Sound, Kurt 



Johnson, was interested in our work.  They have been doing water testing on the Hutch 
and find low oxygen levels.  
 
IX. Water testing on the Hutch:  Amelia reports a level of 6910 colonies/100 ml on Sept. 
27, a terrible figure but apparently not the worst  reported.   
 
X. Election of officers.  The Board voted to retain the present slate of officers, with the 
exception of Amelia Zaino who no longer wishes to share the vice-presidency.  That 
leaves with Eleanor Rae, President, Matthew Umbro- Vice-President, Inge Otto, 
Treasurer and Jack Ullman, Secretary.   
 
XI.  Guests at next meeting:  At our next meeting, we hope to have  Garth Hougham to 
talk about fish ladders on the river, Bill Lucy to talk about water testing and Lynne Corry 
of Pelham Bay Park.   
 
XII.  Date, time and place of next meeting:  Monday, Nov. 19, 7 PM, at Eleanor Rae’s, 7 
Leeward Lane, City Island.   
 
  
 
 
 
      


