Hutchinson River Restoration Project

Meeting of July 16, 2018

Minutes

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Amelia Zaino, Inge Otto, Inge Ullman and Jack Ullman.

I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of June 18 were read and accepted with one correction: in item VIII, the bacteria count was 267 colonies per 100 millileters, not per ml.  

II. Treasurer’s report:  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $3397.98.

III. Social Media:  We have no report from Carl, but Amelia reports that, for June, there were 307 Facebook Likes, 542 Twitter Followers and for the website, 201 views and 175 visitors.  She reports that figures for July so far indicate that next month’s figures will be higher.  

IV. Water testing of Hutchinson River.  Amelia is continuing this. On June 28, the bacteria colony count exceeded the upper limit of the testing method at 24,196 colonies per 100 ml. On July 12, the count was 2420 per 100 ml.   

V. Meeting with Ed Witz on Aug. 11 Ice Hutch event:  The fundraising event will go on from 4 to 6 and will include ice skating.  They will make a 4 X 8 foot banner.  Amelia and Carl will announce the event on our website.  

VI. Meeting with Mt. Vernon mayor and City Council on July 11:  Eleanor missed the meeting. An EPA representative and Tracy Brown of Save the Sound were also invited.  Cathryn McGrath, head of the Audubon Society in Mount Vernon, will give us a report.  The main subject was the discharge of sewage into the river in Mount Vernon.    

VII. Cleanup of Wildlife Sanctuary, Sept. 23:  On Wednesday Eleanor, Jack and Inge Ulllman will take an exploratory trip up the river.  The American Littoral Society and American Rivers have been contacted.  We must contact Con and Patty Grondahl about their participation. 

VIII, Our Brochure.  Jack Ullman has volunteered to try to make a revised version based on Matthew’s proposal.  However, Eleanor as not yet been able to find the original version on Giles’ computer. 

IX. New Business:  Amelia reports that she has found and walked on a well-maintained trail along the river in Eastchester near Mill Road.

X. Date and time of next meeting:  Monday Aug.20, 7 PM at Eleanor Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, City Island.   

