
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Sept, 15, 2016 

Minutes 
  

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Matthew Umbro, Amelia Zaino, Inge Davis, Violet 
Smith, Jack Ullman.   
 
I. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting of July 15 were read and accepted.   
 
II, Treasurer’s report:  In the absence of Inge Otto, Eleanor reported a bank balance of 
$3649.74 
 
III. Social media:  Carl Lundgren was unable to attend but sent a complete report.  This 
month we had 322 Facebook likes, 351 Twitter followers, 2101 Website views and 84 
Google Group subscribers.   All but the last of these figures show increases over last 
month.  Three people have filled out and submitted the cleanup sign up form on the 
website.  The Anne Marbury Hutchinson foundation shared our event on their Facebook 
page.  Responses to our Cleanup Event page included 24 interested and 11 going.  It  
looks like the video produced by John Rapaport. can be uploaded to the website but 
sharing permissions need to be changed so it can be viewed.  It can also be uploaded to 
our Facebook video page.   
 
IV. City Island Fair, Sept. 10 and 11:  Violet Smith reports that it went well.  Fourteen 
people signed up for the cleanup and $54 was collected in contributions.   
 
V. EPA “Trash Free Waters” meeting, Sept. 12.  Eleanor attended.  Most attendees 
represented large organizations. Presentations were given by the 7 NEIWWPCC Aquatic 
Trash Grant recipients. Some of the interesting things discussed were: (1) The Rozalia 
project: on microfibers, produced when items made of synthetic fibers are washed.  They 
get into the environment, do not biodegrade and were found all up and down the Hudson 
River.  The presenter has developed a ball to put in with the washing that collects many 
of the fibers.  (2) The Bronx River Alliance (Michelle Luebke) got a grant to try a method 
of catching and identifying waterborne trash at the meeting of the river in the Bronx and 
Westchester counties. (3) New Jersey DEP has made good progress in identifying and 
prosecuting those who dump on park land.  This is a problem everywhere. 
 
VI. Election of HRRP Officers .  This must be done in October.  Amelia Zaino and 
Matthew Umbro were proposed to serve jointly in the office of vice-president  
 
VII. Cleanup of Wildlife Sanctuary, Sept 18:   
 
      A. Boats.  Con Grondahl’s motor boat is in the water and will be available. The 
“Anne Hutchison” is fully operational and will be available. John Rapaport expects to 
have his airboat available too.   
 



     B. Supplies from Jack’s basement.  They will be delivered to the Rae’s condo Friday. 
Only one box of PFD’s is needed. 
 
     C. Signs to sites on Saturday.  Con’s boat should be available to do this.   
 
     D, Children’s activities.  Amelia Zaino has prepared an illustrated map of the cleanup 
area and has prepared childrens’ activities based on that map. 
 
     E.  Cell phone numbers. Giles will provide a list for all key participants. Matthew and 
Amelia give us their numbers at the meeting   
 
     F. Celebration party.  To be held at the Captain’s House Sept. 25, 2-5.  Inge Otto will 
be asked to bring wine and wraps will be ordered from Scavellos by Violet. 
 
     G. Other items.  We will provide water and snacks to participants.  Insect repellant 
will be available. T-shirts will be for sale.  We should try not to block the bike path while 
bringing things to the launch site. Matthew will bring a cone to mark the site.  
 
VIII. Date, time and place of next meeting:  Monday, Oct. 17, 7PM at the Raes, 7 
Leeward Lane, City Island.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


