
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of July 18, 2016 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Amelia Zaino, Inge Otto, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman. 
 
I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of June 20 were read and accepted. 
 
II. Treasurer’s report:  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $3649.74. 
 
III. Social media:  Both Carl Lundgren and Matthew Umbro were absent, so we have no report at this 
meeting.  
 
IV. Natural areas conservancy meeting at REI, June 23, 6:30 PM:  Eleanor Rae, Carl Lundgren and 
Amelia Zaino attended. The main subject was wetlands conservation and the main activity was 
networking.  Adrian Beneke, ex-Parks Commissioner, spoke.   There was a map showing wetlands in the 
area.  Beer was promised and was served. 
 
V. East Bronx Coastal Working Group meeting, Owen Dolen Recreation Center, July 12, 6:30-8:30:  
Eleanor Rae, Inge Otto, Jack Ullman, Inge Davis, Violet Smith, and Amelia Zaino attended.   Well-
prepared presentations were given on children’s activities, Eastchester Creek, the New York harbor and 
estuary, and restoration of wetlands.   
We learned that such restoration, converting mudflats into wetlands with healthy vegetation, has been 
taking place in the Thomas Pell Wildlife Sanctuary.  Some of us had observed evidence of this work 
without knowing what it was.  The question of access was also discussed.  We also learned that the 
project for making a public recreation area at the north end of City Island is still stalled over questions of 
land ownership. 
 
VI. Hutchinson River boating with Bronx River Alliance:  Violet has been unable to reach either Linda 
Cox or Toby Liederman about this: both seem to be away.  Violet will continue to pursue this.   
 
VII. Map in jpeg for John Rapaport.  John wants a copy of one of our Hutchinson River maps for a 
documentary video on the river that is being made for him by Dan Kushnik.   We are not sure which map 
he needs.  Giles will pursue this matter.   
 
VIII. Cleanup of wildlife sanctuary, Sept. 18:  On July 5, Eleanor, Matthew, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman 
made an exploratory trip in the Sanctuary in the Anne Hutchinson.  We found sparse but noticeable refuse 
all along the shores, which might best be attacked from canoes, without necessarily landing.  There was a 
dense concentration near the I-95 bridge, and Goose Island will need attention.    
     We still have no definite commitment of a motor boat.   Con Grondahl hopes to have his in operation 
soon. Jack will call Con about this.  
     Amelia wants to make a children’s presentation.  She also reports there is now access to the river near 
the railroad bridge at Co-Op City.  ; 
     We will want Carl and Matthew to publicize the event on social media.   
     It has been suggested that we have a party after the event, in October.  We will explore possible dates 
and locations. 
     The City Island Fair will take place the weekend of Sept. 10-11 and will not conflict with our cleanup. 
 
IX. Date, place and time of next meeting:  Monday August 15 at 7 PM at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, City 
Island.    
 


