
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of June 20, 2016 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Inge Otto, Matthew Umbro, Amelia 
Zaino, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman. 
 
I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of May 16 were read and accepted. 
 
II. Treasurer’s report.  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $3745.05. 
 
III. Social media:  Matthew Umbro reports that he is keeping our website up to date with 
material on our activities.  We have a new background picture for our website, one that 
shows Co-Op City in the background to emphasize the river’s “patch of nature in the  
middle of the city” character.  Matthew suggests trying a picture that changes.  He would 
like to include a link to the video made by a couple of journalists on a canoe trip up the 
river. We had 215 Facebook likes last month.   
 
IV. The “Anne Hutchinson”: The boat is in the water and we will make our first trip up 
the river soon.   
 
V.  Hutchinson River Parkway Greenway cleanup, Co-Op City, May 21, 10-2:   Eleanor 
Rae and Amelia Zaino took part.  The Greenway does not border on the river. They had a 
hard time finding the group.  They did some heavy cleanup.  While there Amelia ran into 
Assemblyman Benedetto.   
 
VI. Long Island Sound Citizens’ Summit, SUNY Stony Brook, June 3:  Eleanor, Jack, 
Matthew and Inge Davis attended.  Emphasis was on the Long Island Sound Report Card 
swater quality testing project and on methods for getting the environmental protection 
message across to an often hostile public.  Eleanor met Tracy Brown there who will try to 
arrange a meeting with the mayor of Mount Vernon.   
 
VII. City Island Fair, June 4 and 5. We were rained out Sunday, which was too bad 
because Violet did get enough volunteers to be at our table that day.  On Saturday we got 
$73 in donations and 13 volunteers for the cleanup. Patty Grondahl stopped by and 
expressed her willingness to serve at our table.   
 
VIII. Natural Areas Conservatory meeting at REI store, Thursday June 23. This meeting 
is to be held at the REI store on Lafayette St. in lower Manhattan at 6:30 PM.  NAC 
describes itself as the “champion of New York City wetlands.”  Eleanor, Carl, Matthew 
and Amelia expect to attend.  
 
IX. East Bronx Coastal Working Group meeting, July 12, 6:30, at Owen Doyle 
Recreation Center in the Bronx.  Dorothea Poggi volunteered to chair this meeting.  It 
concerns all the East Bronx coastal waters, including the Hutchinson River and 
Eastchester Creek.  This group has had no activity for a long time and we should show 



up.  Eleanor, Jack, Inge Otto, Inge Davis, Matthew and Amerlia expect to attend and 
possibly Violet. 
 
X. Hutchinson River boating event with Bronx River Alliance:  Toby Liederman is trying 
to arrange this.  No date has been set yet. Violet will keep us informed of developments. 
 
XI. Planning for our September cleanup:  Marianne Anderson has informed Eleanor that 
the Urban Park Rangers will have their canoes available on our chosen date.  American 
Rivers will provide garbage bags.  Violet will contact News 12 and the Bronx Times.  We 
are hoping that the Mount Vernon Boys and Girls Club will again participate.   
 
XII. Date, place and time of next meeting:  Monday, July 18 at 7 PM at the Raes, 7 
Leeward Lane, City Island. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


