
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Mar. 21, 2016 

Minutes 
Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Matthew Umbro, Inge Otto, Inge Davis, 
Jack Ullman.   
 
I. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting of Feb. 15 were distributed, read and accepted.   
 
II, Treasurer’s report:  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $4025.37 
 
III. Social media:  Carl Lundgren was not present and did not submit a report.  Matthew 
Umbro said he would contact him.  
 
IV. Brochure:  The new version will have information on how to contact us on Twitter 
and Facebook and on our website. 
 
V. The “Anne Hutchinson”:  Matthew Umbro and Jack Ullman will meet and begin work 
preparing the boat for the season. 
 
VI. World Fish Migration Day, May 21:  This event, organized by a group based in 
Spain, will involve participation by the Bronx River Alliance and we have agreed to take  
part with them.  Violet Smith has contacted Linda Cox of BRA about this but they have 
no definite plans yet.  The migration of eels has been suggested as a topic. We are 
interested in using their canoes to explore the Hutch.  
 
VII. Jane’s Walk.  This event is now scheduled to take place Saturday May 7 between 2 
and 4 PM.   Marty Rowland, an NYC employee, will open the gate for us.  No pets will 
be allowed.  Carl will make a Facebook presentation on the event.   
 
VIII. Bronx Park Speak Up, Sat. Feb. 20.  Violet reports that it was a very pleasant 
occasion with many young people doing interesting things.   The Borough President 
spoke.  We had our table as usual and 11 people signed up for our cleanup.   
 
IX. Long Island Citizens’ Summit, June 3, Stony Brook University:  This event has been 
held annually for 25 years and is concerned with the state of Long Island Sound.    
Eleanor intends to go and Jack Ullman, Inge Davis and Matthew Umbro intend to 
accompany her.   
 
X.  Wilson’s Woods parkland and high rise building.  Several people have reported to 
Eleanor that a new high rise apartment building is under construction near the Wilson’s 
Woods parkland along the Hutchinson River, and the construction is impinging on and 
damaging the park.  Illegal dumping is said to have taken place.  A local group has 
formed to fight this.  .     
 
XI. Painting in St. Paul’s Church.  A painting of the Hutchinson River as it was in 1870 is 
being made for St. Paul’s Church and we were asked by them if we know whether the 



stretch of the river depicted was then fresh water or tidal.  None of us were able to totally 
enlighten them about this, but Eleanor told the artist that it was probably brackish. She 
also suggested being in contact with Jorge Santiago for more historical information. 
 
XII. Date and time of next meeting: Monday April 18, 7 PM at the Rae’s, 7 Leeward 
Lane, City Island.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


