
Hutchinson River Restoration Project Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting of Sept. 15, 2014 
Present: Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Rose Zervas, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman. 
I. Minutes. The minutes of the meeting of August 18 were read and accepted. 
II. Treasurer/s report. No report was available 
III. Hutchinson River CSO long term control plan meeting, Sept. 9, Co-Op City: Eleanor Rae, Inge Otto and 
Jack Ullman attended. New York City DEP representatives continued an explanation of proposed plans for 
reducing the amount of sewage that overflows into the Hutchinson River when there is a rainfall that exceeds 
the capacity of the sewage disposal system, which we reported on in the minutes of our April meeting. The 
emphasis this time was on comparing various plans for reducing that overflow. The least expensive would 
involve treating the overflow to kill bacteria in it. Various means of capturing and holding the overflow were 
much more expensive. Most interesting was the results of testing of water in the Hutchinson River for coliform 
bacteria which had been carried out by DEP and the organization Save the Sound. They show the river to be 
seriously polluted, but getting cleaner as one moved south away from Westchester County. A shocking finding 
by DEP was that even if the outflow of sewage from the CSO’s were reduced to zero, the water would still be 
too polluted for swimming or other recreational use. It is plain that much pollution is coming from Westchester 
County. 
IV. Swamp boat and money from John Rapaport. John Rapaport took Eleanor, Jack and Bob Zervas for a ride 
up the Hutchinson River on his swamp boat, a shallow-draft boat driven by an air propeller. It was fast and 
could go in very shallow water, but it was very noisy and anything behind it was subject to strong wind and 
heavy spray. Mr. Rapaport generously contributed $1000 to our organization. 
V. City Island Fair, Sept 13 and 14. Violet Smith set up and Inge Otto, Rose Zervas, Toby Liederman, Marlies 
Cathcart, Eleanor Rae and Lorraine Nicoletti participated. Rain caused us to close at 3:15 Saturday but we were 
open all Sunday. $85 was collected and 17 volunteers signed up for the cleanup. 
VI. Cleanup of Pell Sanctuary, Sept. 21: 
A. Completed: 
1. Articles in newspapers: Toby Liederman has gotten articles in the Island Current, Bronx Times and Co-Op 
City Times. 
2. The “Anne” to examine sites: Eleanor and Jack did this and found the worst was near the I_95 Bridge. 
3. Boat rentals. Bob and Giles have arranged for two boats. 
4. Flyers in stores. Rose has distributed 13 to stores and restaurants. 
5. E-mails to volunteers. Giles has emailed those who participated before and volunteered. 
B. To be done: 
1. Mark sites. This will be done Sept. 20. John Rapaport’s swamp boat should be very suitable for this work. 
2. Phone calls. Violet will call those not reachable by email. Giles will get the numbers. 
3. Assemble materials. Jack will bring the boxes to Eleanor’s 
4. Coordination with Parks and Urban Rangers. Eleanor will contact them. The Urban Rangers must be finished 
by 2 PM. A list of cellphone numbers will be prepared and distributed. 
5. Parking. Toby will coordinate parking with driving range and put up signs. 
VII. Date and time of next meeting: Monday, Oct. 20, 7 PM, at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane. 


