
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Sept. 14, 2015 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Inge Otto, Inge Davis, Jack Ullman.   
 

I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of August 17 were read and accepted with one minor 
revision. 
 

II. Treasurer’s Report:  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $3948.09 
 
III. Meeting with NYC DEP re: Hutch and Long Term Control Plan (LTCP) for CSO’s:  
The meeting was held on Wednesday Sept. 16 and was attended by Eleanor Rae and Inge Otto. The final 
plan included: the diversion of the flow to Outfall HP-124 extension; providing flotable control; 
disinfection of 50 MGD (24%) during the recreational season. The estimated construction cost is $90 
million with an annual cost of $1.25 million. Eleanor raised these 3 issues: who was responsible for 
cutting down all the trees on the Hutch near route 95; what was the meaning of a recreational season 
when there is no public access to the Hutchinson; the issue that of 51 sites on Long Island Sound tested 
for pollution, the highest bacteria levels were found on the Hutch in Mount Vernon.   
 
IV, Social Media (Carl Lundgren).  Since Carl was unable to make it to the meeting, there was no report. 
 
V. City Island Fair, Sept. 19 and 20:  As usual, Violet will set up our table at its customary location 
outside Mary Colby’s studio.  We will not try to have a presence on Sunday, the day of our cleanup.  
Violet is having difficulty finding people to staff the table Saturday and volunteers are needed. 
 
VI. Cleanup of Sanctuary, Sept. 20:  Restrictions of possible dates and times due to such things as the 
Jewish holidays and the Urban Park Ranger’s narrow time window for the use of its canoes led us to 
reluctantly schedule this event to begin at dead low tide, the worst possible time because most debris is 
at the high tide line and at low tide this can only be reached in most places by walking through deep 
mud.  Some members expressed strong disapproval of this but we will have to try to make the best of a 
bad situation.   Eleanor and Jack made an exploratory trip at low tide on Sept. 2 and what we observed 
was not encouraging.  Only a few locations seemed reachable at all and those will be marked by signs.  
Furthermore, on returning, the current from the rising tide was strong enough to be difficult for canoes 
to overcome.   
     Bob Zervas has gotten two motorboats for the day.  We also expect John Rapaport’s airboat, which 
would be useful getting things to and from the farthest site near the I-95 bridge.  One knowledgeable 
member of the Urban Park Rangers has volunteered to lead canoes to that site. The Anne Hutchinson 
will be available also and can be used as needed.  Giles and Eleanor will compile and distribute a list of 
cell phone numbers and this time we hope boat operators will be reachable when needed.  The Cleanup 
is being publicized though print media by Toby Liederman and social media by Carl Lundgren. . 
Eleanor will get the site signs from Patty Grondahl and get them to the sites with Bob Zervas.  
  
 
VII. Date and time of next meeting:  Monday, Oct. 26, 2015 at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, City Island at 
7pm. 
 
 
     


