
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Aug. 17, 2015 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Toby Liederman, Inge Davis, Jack 
 Ullman. 
 
I. Minutes The minutes of the meeting of July 20 were read and approved, with the 
addition of thanks to John Rapaport for hosting the meeting.   
 
II. Treasurer;s report.  In the absence of our treasurer, who is traveling, Eleanor Rae 
reported a bank balance of $4308.15 
 
III. Meeting at River Run, Co-Op City, June 21. This was an Open House for a new 
garden opened on a piece of land bordering on the Hutchinson River.  Violet Smith, Toby 
Liederman and Eleanor Rae attended.  They met several Co-Op City board members and 
were able to express to them our concerns about river access.  Many were interested.  
Eleanor has written to two of them to further explain our position.   
 
IV. Water Quality Report: Matthew Umbro.  Matthew has been learning how to do water 
quality testing.  He has not done so himself yet, but has obtained the results of water 
testing by the organization Save the Sound on Aug. 6.  Their results in Mount Vernon on 
the Hutchinson River near a broken sewer outlet that has attracted attention but no action 
were the worst of 51 locations tested on Long Island Sound.  
 
V. Meeting with Marianne Anderson and Grant Wheeler, Aug. 16.  Eleanor Rae met with 
Marianne of the Parks Department and Grant, of the Urban Park Rangers, to clarify the 
role of the Rangers, who provide our canoes, in our upcoming river cleanup.  Grant really 
knows the river.  The Rangers will not pick up trash but will assist the volunteers in their 
canoes.  This time Grant wants a Rangers canoe to begin the cleanup by going all the way 
to our farthest site near the I-95 bridge. John Rapaport with his air boat will be working 
this site.  
 
VI. Meeting with SoBro, Aug. 25:  SoBro, the South Bronx Overall Development 
Corporation, is considering ways to use abandoned and vacant land on sites bordering on 
the Hutchinson River just south of the Westchester County line. Eleanor Rae and Jack 
Ullman attended.   The project is still in an early stage and ideas of all kinds were 
discussed.  We tried to bring up our concerns about river access and put forward the idea 
that such uses as truck parking, for which there seems great need, need not be located on 
riverfront land that could be developed into recreation areas. 
 
VII. City Island Fair, Sept. 19-20.  Violet Smith will, as usual get us a place to set up our 
table.  We have a new poster with errors removed.  Violet has been having trouble getting 
volunteers for our table because so many of us have plans for the weekend. The Fair will 
be held on Sept. 19 and 20, so conflicts with our Cleanup.  
 



VIII. Social media.  Carl Lundgren was absent because of illness. However, he spent in a 
written report: 155 Likes on Facebook, 176 Followers on Twitter and 30 new e-mail 
addresses.  
 
IX. Cleanup of sanctuary, Sept. 20:  We have two and possibly three motor boats 
available.  Con Grondahl wants to be a boat driver.  Our experience with bad 
communication with the boat drivers was brought up and we will have to make plans to 
improve that. The Anne Hutchinson will also be available with improved cruising range.   
     Toby has been working on publicity.  She has sent out email announcements of the 
event and contacted John Rapaport to encourage him to reach Westchester County 
people.   
     Eleanor and Jack plan to visit prospective sites at the same state of tide as expected 
during the cleanup.   
 
X. Date and time of next meeting:  Monday, Sept. 14, 7PM at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, 
City Island.     
 
\ 
 
    
 

 


