
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of June 15, 2015 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Inge Otto, Inge Davis, Jack Ullman, Toby Liederman, John 
Rapaport, Dan Kushnick, Matthew Umbro and Carl Lundgren. 

 
I. Minutes The minutes of the meeting of May 18 were read and approved. 
 
II. Treasurer;s Report.  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $4476.66. 
 
III. City Island Fair, June 6 and 7 Violet Smith had difficulty getting enough people to staff our table on both 
days.  We got $70 in donations and 14 or 15 volunteers for our September cleanup.   
 
IV. Phone call with Dave Kunstler re: Goose Island, Audubon Society and parks:  Eleanor reported last month 
on a telephone call she had received from someone at the Audubon Society about Goose Island, claiming her 
society and the Parks Department were jointly making the island a wildlife sanctuary, and that people had been 
pickincking on the island.  Eleanor called Dave Kustler, the wildlife manager of Pelham Bay Park who visits the 
island frequently, and he says the island already is a wildlife sanctuary and he has seen no evidence of 
picnicking 
 
V. Meeting with John Doyle, May 26.  John Doyle is the secretary of the City Island Civic Association.  
Eleanor met with him and he expressed interest in our work and they discussed access to the river.  He wants 
Eleanor to address the Civic Association on this subject.   
 
VI. EPA meeting, “Charismatic data: Representing Marine Plasics for Action”. June 11.  Eleanor attended this 
meeting.  Ms. Max Liboram uses visual imagery to make clear the enormous size of the problem of discarded 
plastic polluting our oceans.  This EPA group is working on means to keep plastic out of the environment, 
rather than on cleanup.   
 
VII, John Rapaport and Dan Kushnick on their past and future contributions to our organization.  John Rapaport 
complained that our minutes after the cleanup last September did not give him sufficient recognition for the 
amount of debris picked up by him and his children.  It was noted by some members that objections had been 
raised to the amount of noise and wind generated by his boat in a wildlife sanctuary.  He said such boats are 
regularly used in wildlife sanctuaries in the South.   
     He and Dan have explored the source of the river in Scarsdale.   He says the College of Mount St. Vincent 
has a course on the river.  He proposed we try to get people in Westchester more interested in the river.  Dan is 
an experienced videographer and could make a video presentation to show Westchester residents.  This 
suggestion was received with enthusiasm by many of our members.  Matthew Umbro brought up the fact that 
there are parkland along the river now, run by New Rochelle Parks and Recreation, like the Nature Study 
Woods, along the river now, and people who live near them and use them could be interested in joining us.  
John Rapaport also suggested we take part in fundraisers like the Hudson Valley Wine and Food Festival.  
 
VIII. Matthew Umbro: water testing on the Hutch, Matthew has started training in water quality testing given 
by the organization Save the Sound.   He intends to do testing farther north in the river than that organization 
has gone.  
 
IX Carl Lundgren on Facebook and Twitter.  Carl has seen a report on water quality in our area by Eco Report 
Card on Facebook that places it in their lowest category.  He reports we have 141 likes on Facebook and 147 
followers on Twitter.  He has himself been following several Bronx and Westchester politicians.  
 



X. Date and time of next meeting:  Monday July 20.  John Rapaport suggested we meet in Westchester and 
invite Westchester people to attend, a suggestion which met with general approval.   He will make arrangements 
and advise us as to exactly where.   
 
 


