
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of May 18, 2015 

Minutes 
 

 Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Inge Otto, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman. 
 
I. Minutes: The minutes of the meetings of March 16 and April 20, 2015 were read and approved.    
 
II, Treasurer’s report:  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $4489.65. 
 
III. City Island Fair, June 6 and 7: Violet Smith will arrange to have table and chairs set up.  We are running 
low on bottles to sell.  They cost about $3.   We agreed to order more and sell them for a $5 or larger donation.  
Giles and Eleanor will order 50.  Volunteers were found to cover both days.   
 
IV. Jane’s Walk, 2-4PM, May 2:  As planned, a group led by Eleanor walked to the top of the Pelham Bay 
landfill to view the Hutchinson River.  Fourteen people came and Inge Otto and Gilbert Sieget took 61 pictures.  
The view was striking.  It actually lasted until 5.  They were slow getting started and Toby Liederman talked a 
very long time.  Next time we hope to be better organized.  The event was reported in the Bronx Times.   
 
V. Matthew Umbro: water testing on the river.  Matthew Umbro found us on Facebook and was on the walk.  
He wants to do water testing after training by Save the Sound.   He is concerned about disturbance of wildlife 
by rowing teams from the New York Athletic Club in the lagoon behind Orchard Beach.   
 
VI. Goose Island: suspicious activity and heron camera.  A lady from the Audubon Society called Eleanor and 
reported there is picnicking on Goose Island.  If it were so, Dave Kunstler would know and we have not seen 
evidence of it on our cleanups.   As it happens a camera has been on the island since 2007 to monitor egret 
nests.   Dave Kunstler said that raccoons have done extensive wildlife destruction on the Island. Eleanor will 
phone Dave to discuss the situation.  
 
VII. Date and time of next meeting:  Monday, June 15 at the Raes, 7 Leeward Land, City Island.   


