
Hutchinson River Restoration Project Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting of April 28, 2014 
Present: Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Jack Ullman and Inge Davis. 
I. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of March 17 were read and approved. 
II. Treasurer’s report: In the absence of Inge Otto, Eleanor Rae reports a bank balance of $4094.32. 
III. Annual Bronx Council for Environmental Quality (BCEQ) meeting, Wed. March 19: This took place at 
Manhattan College and was attended by Violet, Jack, Inge Otto, Giles and Eleanor. The talks given were very 
general and not very relevant to us. A representative of the National Fish and Wildlife Federation was there, 
reminding us we could apply for a grant from them. 
IV. Hutchinson River Combined Sewer Overflow Long Term Control Plan meeting, Wednesday, March 26: 
The meeting was held at Truman High School and was attended by Bob Zervas, Inge Otto, Jack Ullman and 
Eleanor Rae of our organization. Attendance at the meeting in general was poor. We brought our map and 
poster to make our organization known to attendees. 
At the meeting New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) representatives gave a very 
good presentation on the function of Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs) and of current efforts to reduce their 
contribution to pollution on the Hutchinson River. When heavy rainfall causes flow from sewers to exceed the 
capacity of sewage treatment plants, the overflow, including sewage, is dumped into the river by the CSO’s. To 
reduce this, the city is resorting to “grey” measures (holding the water in holding tanks) and “green” ones 
(trying to prevent the water from getting into the sewers in the first place). Green measures include “green” 
roofs with plantings to absorb the rainwater and bioswales to collect rainwater in permeable soil. About $18 
million is to be spent in this area on such measures in the next few years. 
V. Cleanup on banks of Hutchinson River in Pelham, April 26: Brian Deierlein of Pelham found our website 
and brought to our attention a disused, overgrown piece of parkland in Pelham on the banks of the Hutchinson 
River. At the same time, Donielle Lee of NYC Parks brought to Eleanor’s attention that an organization called 
Build-On had groups of high school students eager to work on cleanups. Eleanor put the two together and on 
Saturday April 26 the high school students, Mr. Deierlein, and Jack, his friend Inge Davis, Rose Zervas, and 
Eleanor Rae and her granddaughter Sarah took part in cleaning debris and removing dense vegetation from that 
site. Brian wants to join our organization and we met Sydney MacInnis, a Pelham Manor environmental 
activist, who wants to work with us. 
VI: Jane’s Walk, May 3-4: Violet Smith knows someone from Bronx Trolley who would be willing to lead a 
walk on City Island. 


