
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of July 17, 2017 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Inge Otto, Violet Smith, Amelia Zaino, Inge Davis and 
Jack Ullman. 
 
I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of June 26 were read and approved. 
 
II. Treasurer’s Report.  Inge Otto reports that we got a thank you letter from Save the 
Sound for our contribution.  Our current bank balance is $4003.94.  
 
III. Social Media.  In the absence of Carl Lundgren and Matthew Umbro, there was no 
report.  
 
IV. Citizens’ Committee for NYC grant:  This grant was awarded for a proposal written 
by Amelia Zaino.  Amelia was unable to receive the award in person because of work, so 
Eleanor Rae, accompanied by Jack Ullman and Inge Davis, went to their headquarters to 
do so.  In addition to the money, we were given a large metal sign saying we were an 
award recipient and a set of instructions on how the award money was to be used.   We 
learned that State Sen. Jamaal Bailey of Co-Op City wants to observe some of her 
teaching sessions, which will be for children of grades 3 through 5.   
 
V. City Island Fair, Sept. 9 and 10:   Violet Smith will get us set up.  There seem to be 
enough volunteers available to cover both days.   
 
VI. Cleanup of the Hutch, Sept. 17:  The first thing we must do is inspect the condition of 
possible sites.  The “Anne Hutchinson” is in the water so all we have to do is find a date 
when we can go up the river near high tide.   This should be possible in the next few 
days. 
     We will ask Carl and Amelia to send out information about the cleanup on social 
media.  We will also announce it and ask for volunteers at the City Island Fair.   
 
VII. Proposed park on Co-Op City Hutch waterfront: Amelia Zaino reports that RiverBay 
Corporation will donate 1.4 acres of waterfront land to the City to build a park on the 
banks of the Hutchinson River.  Mayor DiBlasio was present at the event when this was 
announced.  Implementing this, however, will take years.  We will try to influence the 
project to provide the kind of river access we want.   
 
VII. Hiking along the Hutch.  Matthew Umbro reports that Kurt Johnson, the head of 
Save the Sound, would like to go for a walk along the Hutch.   Some of us would like to 
accompany him.  We will have to plan a route.   
 
IX. Time and place of next meeting:  Monday, August 21 at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, 
City Island, 7pm. 


