
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of May 15, 2017 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Inge Otto, Violet Smith, Amelia Zailo, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman.  
 
!. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting of April 17 were read and approved.  
 
II. Treasurer’s report:  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $2868.34.  
 
!!!. Social media:  In the absence of Carl Lundgren and Matthew Umbro, there was no report this month. 
 
IV. New York City Trash-Free Waters meeting, April 19, 6:30 PM at 17 Battery Place:  What was discussed 
was mostly on sewers and not particularly pertinent to us.  There are 365 outfalls in the city.  To keep floatables 
out, emphasis was on streetsweeping.   
 
V. Earth Fest, Pelham Bay Park, April 23:  Amelia Zaino, Matthew Umbro and Violet Smith were there with 
our exhibit.  There was not much attendance, but many of those who were there visited us and we received 
$14.50 in donations.   
 
VI. Meeting with new mayor of Mt. Vernon, Richard Thomas, April 25:   Eleanor and Jack attended.  We were 
invited to be at a press conference on a new project for improving the Hutchinson River waterfront of Mt. 
Vernon. It would include a park, a walking trail and a boat launch.  Representatives of Sprague, a company with 
a waterfront operation, and Save the Sound were also present. There were beautiful pictures of the proposed 
project but some vagueness about how it was to be funded.  However, in his talk, the mayor did admit that 
Mount Vernon has a problem with sewage entering the river and promised it would be taken care of.  After the 
mayor’s presentation, Eleanor gave a talk on HRRP. 
 
VII. Jane’s Walk, Saturday May 6, 2-4 PM:  We walked up to the top of the landfill to view the river as usual.  
Fourteen people attended , including Amelia, Eleanor, Violet, Matthew, Inge Davis and Jack.   
 
VIII. Talk on Rivers of the Northeast Bronx by Sergey Kadinsky, Bartow-Pell Mansion, Sunday May 7, 2 PM:  
Eleanor, Inge Otto and John Rapaport attended. The speaker was very late and talked mostly about Queens and 
Brooklyn but when he got to the Hutchinson River he was well prepared and knowledgeable. John bought us a 
copy of the book “Hidden Waters of New York City”.  
 
IX. Citizens’ Committee for NYC Grant:  Amelia Zaino’s proposal for an environmental education program in 
the schools was funded for $1100.  Congratulations to Amelia!  The money should arrive in June or July and 
Amelia will start outreach then and prepare to start the program in September.  All expenses will have to be 
accounted for and a report written.   
 
X. City Island Fair, June 3 and 4:  Violet will have our booth set up as usual.  There will be some difficulty 
having people there as some of us are out of town then.   
 
XI: Jack and Matthew are working on the Anne Hutchinson. When she is ready, we will take her out on the 
river to scout out the sites for our cleanup.  
 
XII. Date, time and place of next meeting: Monday June 26, 7 PM at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, City Island. 

 
 
 


