
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of April 17, 2017 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Violet Smith, Amelia Zaino, Matthew Umbro, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman.   
 
I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of March 20 were read and approved.   
 
II. Treasurer’s Report: Inge Otto left a report giving our bank balance as $2968.34 
 
III. Social media:  Matthew reports our Facebook likes 502, up 65 from last month, Twitter followers 260 up 
21, and Website views 3084 up 100. 
 
IV. Dead dolphin in Hutchinson River, March 21:  The dolphin was found in the river near Sanford Boulevard, 
where it ceases to be navigable.    Television Channels 1 and 2 covered the event. Brian Conybeare of Channel 
2 came to Eleanor’s condo and interviewed her. Carolyn Fortuno of Channel 1 met with Eleanor, Inge Otto and 
Jack at the site and interviewed Eleanor.  The dolphin was necropsied by DEC at New Paltz.  They found it was 
an old and sick female.  Apparently old whales and dolphins tend to go inland when they die.   
 
V. Trash free waters meeting in New York City, April 19, 17 Battery Place:  This is not run by EPA which has 
abandoned this effort, but by the Hudson River Foundation.  Eleanor will attend and ask Carl to join her. 
 
VI. Earth Fest, Pelham Bay Park, April 21:  Amelia Zaino and Matthew will have a table at that event to 
represent us.  It will take place near the landfill and we will promote Jane’s Walk.   Amelia will have our banner 
and her Trash Monster to display.   
 
VII. Jane’s Walk, Saturday May 6S, 2-4 PM: Once again we will conduct a walk honoring Jane Jacobs, taking 
us up to the top of the landfill in Pelham Bay Park giving views over our river.  This time we will put up 
balloons and signs at the entrance, which is difficult to find.  John Grayley and Eleanor will lead it and give 
explanations   
 
VIII. Rivers of Northeast Bronx, talk by Sergey Kadinsky at Bartow- Pell Mansion, Sun. May 7, 2 PM: Those 
of us who are able to will attend this talk which will cover our river.   
 
IX. Gift to honor Helen Friedman:   Helen Friedman, one of our founding members, passed away recently and 
we want to honor her memory in a way she would have approved.  It would be a gift to Emily’s List and $100 
was suggested.   Inge Otto will contact her daughter Nancy for details.   
 
 X. New agenda items.  Amelia suggested we should run our own walking tours.  Possible locations could be 
the Nature Study Woods that border on one of the reservoirs on the Hutchinson River, and industrial Mount 
Vernon.  That walk would be very interesting but very difficult to manage because so much of the land 
bordering on the river there is inaccessible.  We liked the idea and will look into it further. 
 
XI. Date, place and time of next meeting:   Monday, May 15 at 7 PM at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, City Island.  
 
 


