
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of March 20, 2017 

Minutes 
 

Present:   Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Amelia Zaino, Carl Lundgren, Matthew Umbro,  Violet Smith, Inge Otto, 
Inge Davis, Jack Ullman.   
 
I. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting of Feb. 20 were read and approved.  
 
II.   Treasurer’s report:  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $2974.33. 
 
III. Social media:  Carl Lundgren and Mathew Umbro report 260 Faceboook likes, up 8 from last month, 439 
Twitter followers, up 27, and 2968 Website visitors, up 168.  Our number of Google group subscribers remains 
unchanged at 106. 
 
IV. Bronx Parks Speak Up, Sat Feb 25 at Lehman College:    Violet Smith set up our table.  We had our poster 
advertising our activities and our fliers to hand out.  There was a chance to meet other similar groups in the 
Bronx.    There were interesting talks, one on the ongoing program of inspecting the parks.  Thirteen people 
signed up for our cleanup and $1 was contributed.   
 
V. EPA Trash Free Waters meeting, Mar. 16:  Eleanor Rae attended.  The meeting was cancelled at EPA and 
held at the New School where it was announced that there would be  no more  meetings  This seems to be a 
result of the new administration in Washington. 
 
VI. Mount Vernon Canal Village meeting, Mar. 16:  Jack, Matthew and Inge Davis attended. The city has 
received two large grants to investigate ways to improve a large tract of land, much of it along the Hutchinson 
River.  A consulting firm was asking for proposals from local residents.  Representatives from Save the Sound 
were there.  A greenway along the river was mentioned but most attention was on the industrial area.  The 
greenway and stopping sewage pollution are our main concerns. We will keep in touch with them. 
 
VII. Jane’s Walk, Sat. May 6, 2-4 PM:  We intend to lead this walk up the trail to the top of the landfill as usual.  
Parks Department will provide THE expert on the landfill, John Grayley, Pelham Bay Park’s Natural Areas 
Manager, to answer questions about it.  Amelia suggests we add birdwatching.  It will be limited to 40 people.  
Carl will announce it on social media.    
 
VIII. Co-Op City river access:   Amelia reports she met with the new manager there on March 6 to discuss 
water access.  RiverBay Corporation now has serious plans for building some kind of waterfront park, perhaps 
with Parks Department cooperation.  This is dependant on their getting a rent increase.   
 
IX. Suggestions for new activities.    Matthew spoke of a bird study group in New Rochelle’s Nature Study 
Woods and suggested we could lead similar activities in Pelham Bay Park.  Amelia would assist in this.  Amelia 
also spoke of a children’s Earthfest event in Pelham Bay Park on 4/23: we could have a table.    
     Carl suggested an environmental fair such as he once attended on Pelham Parkway.  He also suggested we 
have a resource page on our website with links to other organizations.   
 
X. Date and time of next meeting: Monday April 17 at 7 PM at the Raes, 7 Leeward Lane, City Island.   
 
    


