
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Nov. 16, 2015 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Eleanor Rae, Violet Smith, Inge Otto, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman.   
 
I. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting of Oct. 26 were read and accepted.   
 
II. Treasurer’s report.  Inge Otto reports a bank balance of $4067.34. 
 
 III. Social media, including Ed Rauch’s video.  Carl Lundgren was unable to attend this meeting but gave his 
notes to Eleanor.   On Facebook we have 163 likes and 197 followers on Twitter.  Our website had 1040 views 
last month and has 164 followers.  The minutes of our meetings are available on our website. 
     Available on the internet is a video of a canoe trip up the Hutchinson to Sandford Boulevard made by Ed 
Rauch.   There was also an illustrated article on his trip in the Journal News.  
     The Nature Conservancy has sent us a survey to fill out.   
 
IV. Future plans.   
 
 A, Projects to work on before the September cleanup. 
 
  1. Removal of large sunken barge near RR bridge.  We have learned that  NOAA gives grants for 
removal of such wrecks.  This barge used to belong to the B&O railroad.  We should look into the possibility of 
getting such a grant.   
 
  2.  Our own garbage pickup boat.  It would be helpful to not be dependant on renting boats and 
to have a faster boat than the Anne for just keeping an eye on the river.  Jack Ullman suggests a Zodiac 
inflatable boat which would cost something over $2000 and could be deflated in winter for storage.  He will 
look into the details of this and consult Con Grondahl. 
 
 B.   Meeting with George Goss, CUNY journalism student, Nov. 18:   Eleanor, Jack and Inge will meet 
with him.  He wants to write an internet article on us.  He also can give Carl advice on the website. 
   
  C. Activities in Westchester County   
 
  1. John Rapaport’s video.  He is at present getting the video put together.  It is expected that it 
will be shown to Westchester County people   
 
  2. Access to the Hutchinson.  We had previously spoken to an official in Mount Vernon who told 
us there had once been a boat launch ramp in the park that borders the river south of Sandford Boulevard.  That 
seems to be a good place to begin in trying to get river access in Westchester County. 
 

D.  Water testing, including microplastics.  Matthew Umbro is doing water testing.  We must contact 
him and find out what he is testing for and where.   

 
E.  Changing people’s behavior: Futura model.  At the EPA meeting Eleanor attended, this was 

discussed.  The idea is to concentrate on getting people to stop littering instead of on cleaning up the litter.  We 
should look into this.   

 
V. Date, time and place of next meeting:  Monday, Dec. 21, 7 PM at the Raes, 7 Leewawrd Lane, City Island.   
 
 



 
       
      
 
 
 
 


