
Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Oct. 26, 2015 

Minutes 
 

Present: Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Inge Otto, Violet Smith, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman 
 
I. Minutes:   The minutes of the meeting of Sept. 14 were read and accepted.  
 
II. Treasurer’s Report:  Inge Otto reports a balance of $4103.34 
 
III. Trash Free Waters meeting with EPA, Oct. 21:   Eleanor Rae attended.  She is a 
member of their bottle subcommittee which has concentrated on means of keeping them 
out of the environment rather than picking them up.   Finding a biodegradable substitute 
for plastic is very difficult.  Use of hydration stations and carrying one’s own container 
should be encouraged.  Four interesting presentations were given.   1. NOAA has a 
program for removing large objects such as wrecked boats.  They give grants for that 
purpose.  We should look into this.  2. Efforts should be made to change human behavior.  
FUTURA hopes to make sustainable normal.  3 New York City not only has storm 
sewers but also a system of water drains emptying into surrounding water but not 
connected to the sewers.  4.  Alina Campbell, an Ossing high school student, made a 
presentation on microplastics found in toothpaste and cosmetics as well as by larger 
plastic items when they break down.   
 
IV. Social media:  Carl Lundgren was not present, but sent the following report: 
Facebook-160 Likes; Twitter- 188 Followers; E-mail-53 subscribers; Website-1040 
viewers. Eleanor reported on a video by Ed Rauch of the Journal News on a canoe trip up 
the Hutchinson which Carl has put on social media. We should download a copy.  
 
V. Chamber of Commerce ad:  Violet Smith will put our ad in the program at a cost of 
$35.  
 
VI. Brochures:  Eleanor reports we are just about out of them.  We should revise it after 
discussing our current aims at the next meeting.   
 
VII. Evaluation of our Sept. 20 cleanup:  In spite of the bad tide conditions (low tide 
leaving broad mudflats between the shore and the high tide line, where most garbage is 
found) which limited access to many parts of the shore, an impressive amount of debris 
was collected, filling 28 large garbage bags whose content was counted and reported to 
the Ocean Conservancy and American Rivers. 51 adults and 16 children turned up to do 
the work.  Special thanks are due Patty Grondahl who handled pickup of this by 
Sanitation.   Two particular women volunteers were outstanding in separating and 
counting the trash and moving it off the beach.  There was a complaint that trash and 
recyclables were not separated before pickup.   
     The “Anne Hutchinson” led the canoes to the site near the I-95 bridge.  The canoes 
were able to get close enough to shore for volunteers to negotiate the mud but the “Anne” 
was too deep to get close enough.  The motorboats were not much in evidence and 



apparently only one of them was operable, so the canoes carried a lot of the trash back.  
The motorboats would also have trouble getting close enough under these conditions. 
John Rapaport’s airboat was out of commission and did not participate.   
     It was noted that there was debris of partying on Goose Island, an activity previously 
reported by an observer from the Audubon Society 
     It has been suggested that we should try to schedule the event at high tide, but Eleanor 
pointed out that this year conflicts with holidays and other events restricted us to this one 
Sunday in September and next year it will probably be similarly restricted, so we will get 
whatever tide state God provides.   
     Once again, the start was delayed because the sign-in sheets were brought by 
Marianne Anderson an hour late.   Something must be done to avoid this in the future.  
     Publicity was good this year, with articles in the Bronx Times, Co-Op City News and 
Island Current.   
 
VIII. Date and time of next meeting.  Monday Nov. 16, 7PM at the Raes, 7 Leeward 
Lane, City Island.   
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Sunday in September and next year it will probably be similarly restricted, so we will get 
whatever tide state God provides.   
     Once again, the start was delayed because the sign-in sheets were brought by 
Marianne Anderson an hour late.   Something must be done to avoid this in the future.  
     Publicity was good this year, with articles in the Bronx Times, Co-Op City News and 
Island Current.   
 
VIII. Date and time of next meeting.  Monday Nov. 16, 7PM at the Raes, 7 Leeward 
Lane, City Island.   
   
      
   



Hutchinson River Restoration Project 
Meeting of Oct. 26, 2015 

Minutes 
 

Present: Eleanor Rae, Giles Rae, Inge Otto, Violet Smith, Inge Davis and Jack Ullman 
 
I. Minutes:   The minutes of the meeting of Sept. 14 were read and accepted.  
 
II. Treasurer’s Report:  Inge Otto reports a balance of $4103.34 
 
III. Trash Free Waters meeting with EPA, Oct. 21:   Eleanor Rae attended.  She is a 
member of their bottle subcommittee which has concentrated on means of keeping them 
out of the environment rather than picking them up.   Finding a biodegradable substitute 
for plastic is very difficult.  Use of hydration stations and carrying one’s own container 
should be encouraged.  Four interesting presentations were given.   1. NOAA has a 
program for removing large objects such as wrecked boats.  They give grants for that 
purpose.  We should look into this.  2. Efforts should be made to change human behavior.  
FUTURA hopes to make sustainable normal.  3 New York City not only has storm 
sewers but also a system of water drains emptying into surrounding water but not 
connected to the sewers.  4.  Alina Campbell, an Ossing high school student, made a 
presentation on microplastics found in toothpaste and cosmetics as well as by larger 
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IV. Social media:  Carl Lundgren was not present, but sent the following report: 
Facebook-160 Likes; Twitter- 188 Followers; E-mail-53 subscribers; Website-1040 
viewers. Eleanor reported on a video by Ed Rauch of the Journal News on a canoe trip up 
the Hutchinson which Carl has put on social media. We should download a copy.  
 
V. Chamber of Commerce ad:  Violet Smith will put our ad in the program at a cost of 
$35.  
 
VI. Brochures:  Eleanor reports we are just about out of them.  We should revise it after 
discussing our current aims at the next meeting.   
 
VII. Evaluation of our Sept. 20 cleanup:  In spite of the bad tide conditions (low tide 
leaving broad mudflats between the shore and the high tide line, where most garbage is 
found) which limited access to many parts of the shore, an impressive amount of debris 
was collected, filling 28 large garbage bags whose content was counted and reported to 
the Ocean Conservancy and American Rivers. 51 adults and 16 children turned up to do 
the work.  Special thanks are due Patty Grondahl who handled pickup of this by 
Sanitation.   Two particular women volunteers were outstanding in separating and 
counting the trash and moving it off the beach.  There was a complaint that trash and 
recyclables were not separated before pickup.   
     The “Anne Hutchinson” led the canoes to the site near the I-95 bridge.  The canoes 
were able to get close enough to shore for volunteers to negotiate the mud but the “Anne” 
was too deep to get close enough.  The motorboats were not much in evidence and 
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